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STRIKE OF 1877

“Pittsburgh was
where workers
would fight the
hardest and
where state
brutality would
be the most
marked”

Pittsburgh workers and
community members
rose up to demand
better pay. The state
stepped in to violently
end the strike. What did
ministers say?



JULY 14, 1877

Martinsburg, West Virginia

RR Workers Strike over Wage Cuts
and Double-Headers





“These men merely want to live—and do not want their
wives and little ones to starve, which they must

certainly do if they are compelled to accept the terms
of the company and go to work”





Mayor William “Roaring
Bill” McCarthy



Sheriff Fife calls on
strikers to disperse







Sending a train 
on fire towards the

roundhouse





















THANK YOU
F O R  C O M I N G


